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Our email:       wnnca@att.net 
 

Least Bell’s Vireo’s 
Voice 

 

 

December 1 

December 8 

Water Squad Investigators 

Program 

This month: 
December 2.  8:00  am. Bird 

walk.  Docent led. 

 
December 9.  8:00 Nature 

walk.  Docent led. 

ALSO:  9:00 am to 2:00 pm. 

Holiday wreath making.   

 

December 16.  8:00. am. Bird 

walk.  Docent led.  

ALSO:  10:00 am. Executive 

Board meeting. 

ALSO:  Potluck Holiday 

luncheon for members of the 

WNNCA 

 

December 23.  8:00 am. Na-

ture walk.  Docent led.  

 

December 30.  TBA. 

 

 
 
. 

 

 

 

 

 

WNNCA.org 
Web site access: 

 
 
 

 
Make Your Own Holiday Wreath 

December 9,  20157        

 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 Whittier Narrows Nature Center  

1000 North Durfee Avenue El Monte, CA 91733 

(626) 575- 5523 

 

$15.00 donation 

 

We provide all materials,  

including 14 inches frame   

 

 

 



As part of our Docent Naturalist 

training, Dr. Ann Croissant is pre-

senting her talk on “Plants of the 

Whittier Narrow Natural Area,”  a sub-

ject she is eminently qualified to 

teach,  being a founder and direc-

tor of the San Gabriel Mountains 

Regional Conservancy and a tire-

less conservation warrior. 

Ann is always a treasure of information and 

common sense outlook on conservation is-

sues, as well as a deep and compelling 

fountain of knowledge not only on plants 

but in many aspects of our current environ-

mental problems. 



Once again, we  were  privileged to have Matt 

Teutimez instructing us on the native uses of   

plants of the area..  Matt is a member of the 

Kizh nation, a biologist and a possessor of ency-

clopedic knowledge of plants, from a scientific 

point of view as well as their traditional uses, 

knowledge obtained by experience and study.   

 The significance of plants in native culture, (as 

well as  in present society,)  is always useful to 

know, not to speak of fascinating . 

Whether speaking of  coastal live 

oaks, perhaps the most widely 

used plants in the area, or Nevin’s 

barberry, with its many uses,  eld-

erberry,  which he affectionally 

calls  the musical tree, Matt can 

keep his audience riveted with not 

only his expertise but with anec-

dotes and stories. 

In this photo, our Grace has gifted 

Matt with a precious book, the story 

of Toypurina, known as the Joan of 

Arc of California,  a Kizh shaman, 

who in 1785, led a rebellion against 

European colonizers. 



 

Our Grace is recuperating from shoulder surgery.  We wish to see her 

here at the Center (where she belongs) soon.  Out thanks to David for 

taking good care of her. 

 Your thoughts, best wishes  and prayers are welcome. 

 

 

Well Deserved Praise 
 
A letter was received at the Nature Center from Rodney Gutierrez, 
a Deputy Sheriff working with the Community Partnerships Bureau 
and the  Homeless Outreach Services, praising Colleen and the 
Center staff for their hard work on cleaning the grounds and for 
their efforts to clean up homeless abandoned sites.  Deputy 
Gutierrez was also very appreciative of the impact their dedication 
has made with minimal resources, contrasting the results obtained 
here with other areas that have contracted expensive services for 
similar clean-ups.  He hopes that the Nature Center will receive 
funds to help combat homeless issues in our  natural area. 



Whittier Narrows Nature Center Associates 
1000 N. Durfee Ave. 
South El Monte, CA 91733 
Phone (626) 575-5523 • Fax (626) 443-5359 
Email:   www.wnnca@att.net 

The Whittier Narrows Natural Area and Nature Center are located within the unincorporated 
area of Los Angeles County in the Supervisory District of Hilda Solis.  The natural area  and 
nature center are operated by the County of Los Angeles, Department of Parks and     Recrea-

tion, in partnership with the Whittier Narrows Nature Center Associates. 

             Membership application  

                   Date: ____________________ 

Name _________________________________ 

Address _______________________________ 

City/State/Zip ________________________ 

Phone _________________________________ 

E-mail _________________________________ 

Annual membership levels (circle one) 

$30 - Individual $15 - Senior (0ver 62)  
$45 - Family  $15 - Student 
$75 - Friend Associate 
$100 - Patron Associate 
$250 - Supporting Associate 
$1,000 - Golden Oak Associate 

Send with check, payable to the address 
below. 

Join the fun.  Join the Whittier Narrows Nature Center Associates. 

Membership includes out monthly newsletter and a 10% discount in our gift shop. 

_______________________ 

     The Whittier Narrows Nature Center  Associates is 
 a volunteer 501(c)3 nonprofit organization actively  
looking for new members. WNNCA is a chapter of the  
Nature Center   Associates, a nonprofit support  
organization of the natural area park system of  
Los Angeles County. 
     We were founded to help enrich educational  
and scientific knowledge in the community. Our 
 primary mission is to help foster an appreciation  
of the natural world in children and adults and to  
help preserve the Whittier Narrows Natural Area  
and the county’s other natural areas for future  
generations.  
     Our activities include leading school group tours, 
 answering visitors’ questions, arranging and leading 
 classes, planting and maintaining plants around the  
nature center, helping in the nature center museum  
and in the gift shop, performing light office work and 
 answering phones, and more.  


