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This extraordinary photo taken recently in the Nature Center
grounds by Lou, shows an Allen’s hummingbird feeding her two
little ones. Allen’s hummingbirds are only 3 or 3.5 inches in
length, weighing 0.1 ounces, but they have plenty of grit, they
have been known to attack much larger predators, such as kestrels or hawks. The male is fiercely territorial. His courtship dance
is very impressive, flying in a wide arc and sometimes diving with
great speed.
Mother has the entire responsibility for the care of the young.
Usually laying two eggs, they hatch between 15 and 17 days, requiring frequent feedings of nectar, tree sap and insects. She herself needs to eat about every hour, so when raising her babies,
she might seem in constant search of food.
Allen’s hummingbirds nest on a narrow strip of coastal California
and southern Oregon. What a privilege to have them nesting in
our natural area!
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This month:
April 2. 8:00 AM. Bir d
walk with docent.
ALSO: 1:00 PM to 3:00
PM. Community Lecture
Series. (Animal Rescue)
April 6. 9:30 Am. School
tour. 60 Kinder students.
April 9. 8:00 AM. Nature walk. Docent led.
April 12. 9:30. School
tour. 54 students, 6 adults.
April 13. 10:00 AM.
School tour. 2nd grade. 45
students, 8 adults.
April 16. 8:00 AM. Bir d
walk with docent.
ALSO: 5:30 PM. Night
Hike
April 20. 10:00 AM. Executive Board meeting.
April 21. 9:30. School
tour. 48 students, 6 adults.
April 23. 8:00 AM. Bir d
Walk with docent.
April 27. 10:00 AM.
School tour
April 30. 7:30 AM. Field
trip. Ballona wetlands
Every Friday:
Water Squad Investigators
Program

He will be missed
Dale Dotey, a three year member of our Whittier Narrows Nature Center Association,
died on March 4 at 80 years of life. “Uncle Dale” to his family and chosen family was a
loved person. He died on his sofa, TV remove control in hand, with no serious diseases
or health problems.
He and his wife had been married for 49 years when she went ahead to wait for him in 2006. He
visited her burial site every weekend without fail. Dale's family says he liked the horse races. The
family would ask Dale “What comes after Christmas Day?” Santa Anita, of course! Interestingly, he
always purchased four seats for three people at those Santa Anita openings. Was the fourth seat for
the spirit of his beloved wife Norma?
Dale made frequent visits to the Whittier Narrows Nature Center, where he helped in many ways,
and always found a moment to relax with a cup of coffee. His love of animals bonded him to Colleen, the Natural Area Supervisor, who welcomes all manner of injured animals. Dale also helped
lost animals looking for a family. He had a cat, a bird, and an opossum, we were told, and had visits by his buddies, the local squirrels, and local opossums were welcomed. Homes have been
found for the animals who lived with him.
Frequently, he brought treasures that had belonged to Norma, the love of his life, to the nature
center gift shop to be sold to benefit the nature center’s many educational programs. The treasures included porcelain animals, of course, ducks, owls. Having been a hunter, Dale and our expert
birder Ed Barajas, another former hunter turned naturalist, enjoyed chit chats about their hunting
days. His focus was helping Colleen during the week with children's programming. A life well lived,
not long enough. We miss you Dale. Thanks for all you gave.

Bushtit (Psaltriparus minimus) nest

First bloom of fiddlenecks (Amsinckia tessellata)
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Nevin’s barberry (Berberis nevinii) An endangered plant
specie, grows only in Southern California.

Sugar Bush (Rhus ovata)

Our first Northern cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis) this
spring. Not a great picture but a lucky one.

The usual suspects?
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Join the fun. Join the Whittier Narrows Nature Center Associates.
Membership includes out monthly newsletter and a 10% discount in our gift shop.
_______________________
The Whittier Narrows Nature Center Associates is
a volunteer 501(c)3 nonprofit organization actively
looking for new members. WNNCA is a chapter of the
Nature Center Associates, a nonprofit support
organization of the natural area park system of
Los Angeles County.
We were founded to help enrich educational
and scientific knowledge in the community. Our
primary mission is to help foster an appreciation
of the natural world in children and adults and to
help preserve the Whittier Narrows Natural Area
and the county’s other natural areas for future
generations.
Our activities include leading school group tours,
answering visitors’ questions, arranging and leading
classes, planting and maintaining plants around the
nature center, helping in the nature center museum
and in the gift shop, performing light office work and
answering phones, and more.

Membership application
Date: ____________________

Name _________________________________
Address _______________________________
City/State/Zip ________________________
Phone _________________________________
E-mail _________________________________
Annual membership levels (circle one)
$30 - Individual
$15 - Senior (0ver 62)
$45 - Family
$15 - Student
$75 - Friend Associate
$100 - Patron Associate
$250 - Supporting Associate
$1,000 - Golden Oak Associate
Send with check, payable to the address
below.

The Whittier Narrows Natural Area and Nature Center are located within the unincorporated
area of Los Angeles County in the Supervisory District of Hilda Solis. The natural area and
nature center are operated by the County of Los Angeles, Department of Parks and
Recreation, in partnership with the Whittier Narrows Nature Center Associates.

Whittier Narrows Nature Center Associates
1000 N. Durfee Ave.
South El Monte, CA 91733
Phone (626) 575-5523 • Fax (626) 443-5359
Email: www.wnnca@att.net

