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This month:

Water is life!
At last, the one-hundred-plus degree day calms to a delightful
summer evening in July. This Cooper's Hawk has the nature center all to herself. She waits patiently as the automatic sprinkler
system slowly starts to whirl in her direction. And just like that,
she is drenched in water as it rains on her but for a few moments.
She dances and hurries to play in the sidewalk waterfall. Each
drop is gracefully understood as a life-sustaining element. The nature center is a magical place to witness such rarely seen survival
skills of wildlife in our sanctuary.

August 3. 8:00 am. Nature
walk. Docent led.
August 10. 8:00 am. Nature
walk. Docent led.
August 17. 8:00 am. Nature Walk. Docent led.
ALSO: 10:00 am.
WNNCA regular meeting.
August 24. 8:00 am. Nature
walk. Docent led.
August 31. WNNCA 5th
Saturday Field Trip. TBA
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Last Sunday
Of
Every Month
10am—2pm

JULY SIGHTINGS

This Narrow –leaved
milkweed (Asclepias
fascicularis) is doing well after several
years of looking
poorly. Milkweed
plants are where
Monarch butterflies
(Danaus plexippus)
deposit their eggs.

Other critters
also appreciate
the milkweed
haven. According to Lou,
these are Milkweed bug
Nymphs.

And look! There it is! A future Monarch. Already looking pretty royal
as he eats insatiably towards his final destiny. The alkaloids in the
plant makes the Monarch unpalatable as food for birds although Native
Americans would eat the blossoms and made a sort of chewing gum by
heating the milky stem juices.
Photos by Lou

In our last Saturday’s Nature Walk, we found this
member of the gourd family with and interesting view
of the flower attached to the gourd itself. It is known
by many nicknames, but Calabazilla or stinking
gourd (Cucurbita foetidisima) is cited in books, the
“foetidisima” referring to the foliage’s foul odor . It
is said that the roots were used as a purgative or
pounded into a powerful soap. Seeds were apparently
eaten. Flowers when open are beautiful.

A WNNCA exclusive!!!

We are having a RARE fundraiser. Exclusive design, good quality lids for
your summer outdoor activities. We
expect them to fly off the shelves at
$12. Come get your own because this
is a limited edition.
Also, come check out the gift shop’s
new arrangement.

Advance Notices
FROM THE MOUNTAINS TO THE SEA

Aquarium of the Pacific’s Aquarium on wheels
Tuesday August 20
Saturday August 24
Tuesday August 27
11:00am to 2:00 pm

September 28
(Last Saturday in September)
Save the date
More information will be forthcoming

B. O. L. O.
Docent/Naturalist classes being
scheduled As we speak, Starting in September. Come learn about our area and
experience the joys of passing the
knowledge to others.
There is nothing like it!
Watch for coming info.

