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$30 - Individual
$15 - Senior (0ver 62)
$45 - Family
$15 - Student
$75 - Friend Associate
$100 - Patron Associate
$250 - Supporting Associate
$1,000 - Golden Oak Associate

February 2019

This month:
February 2. 8:00 AM.
Bird walk. Docent led.\
February 9. 8:00 Nature walk. Docent led.
February 16 8:00 AM.
Bird walk. Docent led.
ALSO: 10:00 am.
Monthly meeting
February 23. 8:00 AM.
Bird walk. Docent led.

A BARGAIN FOR THE QUALITY

Web site access:

WNNCA.org
Our email:

wnnca@att.net

Ranger
Racoon’s
Recycling
Rally
Last Sunday
Of
Every Month
10am—2pm

The Sanctuary Guardian by Charlie B. Valdez
Some may say he's a superhero nature explorer. Others might call him
a bird expert. Usually, everyone just asks him, "Hey, Ed! What's that?"
He has an answer. What ever he's called, WNNCA docent-naturalist Ed
Barajas is on a personal journey when it comes to saving the threatened California gnatcatcher and endangered Least Bell's Vireo designated critical habitat. Between 2014 and 2018, Barajas has documented approximately 19 territories of the Least Bell's Vireo and many
breeding pairs of California gnatcatchers in the area. His essential field
observations are priceless. In December 2018, his comprehensive findings were published in the US Army Corps of Engineers Whittier Narrows Dam Safety Modification Study (DSMS) Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The Corps proposes to minimize potential effects
of the birds and their habitat. When asked about how it feels knowing
his diligently recorded data plays a significant role in preservation, Barajas wholeheartedly declares, "It's an enjoyable thing to do; it's not a
job", he adds, "I'm an old hunter...like I'm doing some hunting; you
don't know if you'll see the birds or not. It's fascinating to me!" When
one talks to Barajas about nature, a theme surrounding the value of
protecting our sanctuary today and tomorrow is expressively evident.
WNNCA is proud to recognize Ed Barajas for his exceptional conservation efforts. We salute you!

5th Saturday Field Trip

Ballona Wetlands
The Associates are very grateful for the opportunity to use the County van to venture out to other
natural areas when the calendar offers a fifth Saturday for that month. Eddie, our excellent driver,
took a small group of us on December 29, when we visited Ballona Creek Wetlands, a most contested piece of wetland in the vicinity of Playa del Rey. Although the reserve comprises 600 acres,
most of it is closed to the public at this time. We visited the open salt marsh, surrounded by buildings that need to be ignored in order to enjoy the variety of life in the pond. You can see a sample of
it, as well as a short visit to the shore, which yielded a view of terns and pelicans, as well as the usual suspects, provoking a chorus of Oh's and ah’s from us landlubbers.

Whittier Narrows Dam Project

The Army Corps of Engineers is poised to begin a repair project for the Whittier Narrows dam,
which is considered to be of high risk. The dam is 62 years old .
Thomas Keeney, Senior Ecologist/Biological Science Manager for L.A. District of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, met with Whittier Narrows Nature Center staff and members of the
Association and explained some of the project, which is vast, complicated, and will take several years to complete. The project starts in 2021, expected to be completed by 2025. Undoubtedly there will be traffic disruptions and other inconveniences for the community, since
the work will be extensive.
Keeney emphasized the plan includes avoiding damaging habitat, principally the Least Bell’s
vireo (Vireo bellii) and the California gnatcatcher, (Polioptila californica,) complying with
the Endangered Species Act.

A fearless California towhee (Pipilo crissalis) was
photographed attacking one
of our Association member’s parked vehicle. It was
very persistent in his purpose, although not very successful. (I confess having
felt the same impulse in the
middle of a freeway bottleneck.)
This occurrence has been
witnessed several times,
although we don’t know
whether the perpetrator is
the same individual or not.

Remembering Rufus'
Adventures
By Charlie Valdez

Rufus the Raccoon was brought to the nature center on
November 11, 2006. He's met countless children and
adult visitors throughout his 15 years of life as an educational animal ambassador. Devoted caretakers such
as Colleen and her staff members have many tales to
tell about the adventures of Rufus and how he stole
our hearts. Let's celebrate the joy Rufus brought everyone throughout his life. Thank you, Rufus. Rest in Raccoon Heaven little furry friend.

Membership Application
Whittier Narrows Nature Center Associates
1000 North Durfee Avenue
South El Monte, CA 91733
(626) 575-5523 Office
www.wwnca.org
wnnca@att.net
EIN: 95-6129697
Whittier Narrows Nature Center
Date____/______/_______
Associates (WNNCA) is a volunteer, 501(c)(3)
(also used as annual renewal date)
nonprofit organization actively looking for new
members. WNNCA is a chapter of Nature Center
Name__________________________________
Associates (NCA) of Los Angeles County.
WNNCA has been founded and is
Address________________________________
operated for educational, scientific, charitable
______________________________________
and benevolent purposes, primarily concerning
the promotion of the welfare and education of
Phone (____)___________________________
children and adults living in Los Angeles County,
by the creation and/or operation of interpretive
Email__________________________________
programs of Whittier Narrows Nature Center
administered by Los Angeles County
Annual Membership Levels (circle one)
Department of Parks and Recreation.
Our activities include:
❏ $30 Individual
❏ Leading school group tours

❏ Answering visitors’ questions
❏ Arranging and leading classes
❏ Planting and maintaining plants
around the nature center

❏ Helping in the nature center
museum and gift shop
❏ And more!

❏ $15 Senior Citizen (over 62)
❏ $15 Student
❏ $45 Family
❏ $75 Friend Associate
❏ $100 Patron Associate
❏ $250 Supporting Associate
❏ $1,000 Golden Oak Associate
Checks and Cash accepted in the Gift Shop or
Send Checks payable to: Whittier Narrows Nature
Center Associates (WNNCA)
to the address above.
Thank you for your support! We look forward to
working together.

